
Join the SEPA Delegation to 

Guatemala! 
Summer 2008 

Planned Activities: We will begin the trip at Lake Atitlan (2 nights and I day). Orientation meeting about Guatemala. 

Meeting with a weaving cooperative, "Mayalan", that works to empower women and promote literacy. SEPA will buy some 
textiles here and you are welcome to also make purchases. 

Working with the "Chico Mendes" Reforestation Project, Aug. 2 
through Aug. 9 (8 days). We will be planting tree seedlings in a 
highland forest (elevation above 7,000 ft). We will learn about a 
gold mining mega project relatively near the "Chico Mendes" area. 

Visit Chichicastenango, the largest open-air market in Guatemala. 

In both Santa Elena and Copal AA, we will talk with different 
groups that provide governance for the two communities. 
Such groups may include the following committees: 
development, women's empowerment, health, scholarship, 
and school. 

In Santa Elena, we will visit a very beautiful national park, 
which is being threatened by a discovery of oil reserves. 

In Copal AA, we will have the opportunity to observe the 
women weaving on backstrap looms. We will also have the 

A meeting will be scheduled with an organization called opportunity to make purchases in Copal AA. 
Cultural Action Guatemala. Cultural Action Guatemala 
supports development in indigenous communities in the Cost: The cost ofthe trip, which includes airfare, lodging, 
departments of Alta Verapaz, Quiche, and Huehuetenango with food, and travel in Guatemala, is $1700. We need at least 
high school scholarships, micro-credit loans for women, ten participants for this trip to be financially possible. 
improved stoves, improved communications, and training in 
dyeing and weaving cloth and computer literacy. 

We will visit two indigenous Mayan communities in rural, 
isolated areas of northwestern Guatemala. We will spend 4 
nights in Santa Elena and 3 nights in Copal AA. 

Teaching basic English with the use of games and songs to 
elementary students (K-6th) and young adults (14-25) in two 
different Mayan communities, Santa Elena Veinte de Octubre 
and Copal AA. 

DepartingJul,y 31 and returning August 22.
 


